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THEY SAY, “PREACHING THE
GOSPEL IS FOOLISHNESS”
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INTRODUCTION1

What an important theme is before us in this study. Humanism has
had a profound impact in our nation and in the world. Its destructive
influences can hardly be overemphasized. To date, it has shaped the
thoughts and morals of several generations and has increasingly led our
nation toward a secular, godless worldview. In such a society, nothing
is right or wrong, except for believing in right and wrong. Bible-based
religion and morality is castigated and ridiculed. Needless to say,
preaching an absolute standard is considered passé at best, or branded
as hateful speech deserving to be silenced at worst. If you have not
actually heard the words, “Preaching the Gospel is foolishness,” you
have certainly heard it loosely paraphrased during your lifetime. We
truly face significant challenges.

Yet, as the Scriptures advise, we must not “lose heart” (Gal. 6:9;
1 Cor. 15:58). Faithful Christians believe that the Gospel is God’s
power to save (Rom. 1:16), that its message is perpetually relevant, and
that it has conquered evil cultures before. Immoral and godless nations
rise and fall, but the Gospel of Christ is providentially perpetuated and
will continue to shine forth in a sin-defiled world until Christ our Lord
returns (Mt. 24:35). When God’s people “lose heart,” they sheath the
sword of the Spirit and shut their mouths. To do so is to cede the battle
to the enemy. One of God’s greatest warriors, the aged Paul, gives us
all the admonition to “Preach the word,” despite the fact that some
“will not endure” it (2 Tim. 4:2-4).
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A STARTLING EXPOSÉ OF HUMAN WISDOM

What moderns are saying about preaching the Gospel message is
not new. Paul addressed the same dismissive attitude in the Roman
world of the first century, and particularly at Corinth. The opening
section of 1 Corinthians contrasts the wisdom of men with the wisdom
of God. The Holy Spirit through Paul’s pen gives a bold and devastat-
ing indictment of the alleged vaunted wisdom of man. Paul wrote:

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
For it is written: I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And
bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God,
it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached
to save those who believe. For Jews request a sign, and Greeks
seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For you see
your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has
chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise,
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame
the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world
and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the
things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that
no flesh should glory in His presence (1 Cor. 1:18-29).

The inspired apostle Paul makes several key points in the previous
verses which cry out for emphasis.

The Inadequacy Of Human Wisdom

Against the worldly-wise, Paul makes the bold accusation that all
of their alleged knowledge has not brought them to a knowledge of
God (1 Cor. 1:21). The Gentile world of the first century was, in the
main, a culture without knowledge of the true God. Such is very clear
in Acts 17, where Paul encountered the most learned men of Athens (a
city in proximity to Corinth in Greece). Paul engaged them on the
Areopagus, where they met to discuss their varied philosophical
viewpoints. Paul began his preaching by taking note of their great
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religious interests in the city, as evidenced by the multitude of temples
dedicated to various gods (idols) throughout the city (Acts 17:22-23).
He seized upon one particular inscription—“TO THE UNKNOWN
GOD”—which he had read on one of their altars. Paul was speaking to
the most learned and scholarly men of the Greek world, in a city known
for its intellectualism and philosophy, yet, in effect, he declares to
them; “You do not know God.” Such is a bold charge, for without the
knowledge of God, man is hopelessly lost (2 Thess. 1:8-9). Paul then
proceeded to declare to them the true Creator God of all mankind, a
Spirit Being not housed in humanly-constructed temples, and One Who
will bring all men to account in Judgment before His Son, Whom He
had raised from the dead (Acts 17:24-31). The result was that some
“mocked” (a dismissive and derisive rejection not unlike the reaction
of many intellectuals today when faced with the Gospel), while others
expressed a genuine interest to hear more (Acts 17:32). The Holy Spirit
led Paul to write about the inadequacy of human wisdom in 1 Corinthi-
ans 1, however, he had already seen its sad consequences in Athens and
in the other Gentile cities where human philosophy had failed to attain
a knowledge of God. Tragically, the world of the Gentiles was awash
in a multiplicity of gods of their own devising and artistry, and it was
a world characterized by debauchery, immorality, and vice of every
conceivable kind. In Romans 1, Paul, in another way of describing the
Gentile world, declares: “Professing to be wise, they became fools, and
changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like
corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping
things” (Rom. 1:22-23).

Human philosophical endeavors, without divine revelation, cannot
acquire a true knowledge of God. Without God’s instruction, man is
adrift and rudderless. He is like one trying to find something, but not
knowing what he is searching for, “always learning and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:7). This is an apt
description of the godless academic world of our age. Men of erudition
and vast worldly knowledge populate our world-renowned universities,
but most of them do not have a clue where they came from, where they
are going, or how to get there. Their learning leads to intellectual
snobbery and pseudo-sophistication, which over-inflates their egos and
leads them to refuse the Gospel’s call.

God can only be known through His revelation, which He has
graciously given by inspiration. This is Paul’s marvelous point in
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1 Corinthians 2:7-13. An incipient knowledge of the Creator can be
obtained through observation of His creation (Rom. 1:20). However, a
saving knowledge of God cannot be acquired except through the Words
the Holy Spirit has revealed to mankind through the Gospel (1 Cor.
2:13; Rom. 1:16). Books of science, history, mathematics, and
philosophy cannot give man the knowledge he needs the most! Those
disciplines have their place, of course, but, in and of themselves, they
cannot answer the needs of a man’s soul.

The Condemnation Of Human Wisdom

Through Paul’s Holy Spirit-guided pen, God decrees the destruc-
tion of all human philosophies. Paul, quoting from Isaiah 29:14, shows
the ultimate demise of human wisdom—“For it is written: I will destroy
the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the
prudent" (1 Cor. 1:19). Man’s thoughts, developed from his own
limited understanding and experience, cannot attain the heights of
divine thought. This is the Holy Spirit’s point in saying: “But as it is
written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the
heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love
Him” (1 Cor. 2:9). Without divine revelation, even the wisest and
greatest of men cannot come to the knowledge of God’s truth.
1 Corinthians 2:8 points out that God’s wisdom, now revealed through
inspired penmen, was not known by “rulers of this age” (or of any age,
for that matter) because the human mind cannot achieve by mere
human intellect what God knows in His omniscience. In that context,
Paul goes on to say: “God has revealed them to us through His Spirit”
Who knows “the deep things of God” (1 Cor. 2:10). Paul, and the other
apostles, were guided into all the truth by the Holy Spirit (Jn. 14:16;
16:23), and fully revealed the Gospel in the first century (Ju. 3).

Our heavenly Father wants us to know, then, that all human
philosophies are bound to fail, and the proponents of such will be
condemned. It is human arrogance which asserts that we can save
ourselves. The Humanist Manifesto II, under the section dealing with
religion, bluntly asserts: “No deity will save us; we must save our-
selves.”2 Atheism basically contends that by our own intellectual and
philosophical pursuits, the human race can figure it all out and arrive
at all the answers. Its evil twin, evolution, believes it can figure out the
issue of origins without divine revelation. Human psychology avers
that it can fix what is wrong with man’s mind without any direction
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from God about who man is (that he has a soul, Mt. 10:28-29), and
what ails him (sin, Rom. 3:23). The relativists of this age believe that
each individual is in the best position to decide what is good, right, and
moral through mere human experience, without any divine assistance.
Denominationalism believes it can figure out the kind of religion man
needs without divine revelation (or at least without a perversion of
God’s revelation, Gal. 1:6-9). All such assertions must seem like
unmitigated foolish babble to the God of Heaven who has decreed that
“no flesh should glory in His presence” (1 Cor. 1:29).

The Moral Ruler and Judge of this universe will “bring to nothing”
the vain philosophies of men (Col. 2:8). Paul reminded the church at
Corinth that they must not be deceived into believing man’s foolish
wisdom when he wrote:

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be
wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise.
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is
written, He catches the wise in their own craftiness; and again,
The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.
Therefore let no one boast in men (1 Cor. 3:18-21a).

God declares through Paul that human wisdom is “futile,” and that it
will lead to the demise of those who are deceived by it. Worldly
wisdom does not, and cannot, produce the knowledge of God (1 Cor.
1:21). One who discounts and turns away from worldly wisdom, one
who is willing to accept God’s inspired teaching as revealed in the
Gospel in order to be truly wise in the eyes of God must be willing to
be counted a “fool” by the world. To summarize, those who turn to the
empty rhetoric of the world, and reject Heaven’s message, will be lost.

The Attractiveness Of Human Wisdom

Throughout the context of 1 Corinthians 1:18-29, one cannot help
but see the recurring thought—the world is repulsed by the glorious
Gospel of Christ, but it is being mesmerized by the vacuous, empty-
headed philosophies of men. Men are easily deceived (Jer. 17:9).
Temptation and sin are deceptive. Satan uses trickery to get mankind
to fall prey to him (Jas. 1:13ff; 2 Cor. 11:13-14; Eph. 6:11; Heb. 3:13).
Satan makes sin and its counterpart, human wisdom, which supports
and approves transgression, attractive to worldly-minded people. He
deceives men into calling “evil good, and good evil” (Isa. 5:20). In the
same manner, Satan deceives the world into thinking that the preaching
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of a crucified Savior is “foolishness” (1 Cor. 1:21). Christ, crucified for
lost humanity as the Sin-Bearer, is considered ridiculous and ludicrous
by modern philosophers, and by the Greeks and Jews of the first
century (1 Cor. 1:23). The sacrifice of Christ as “a ransom for many”
(Mt. 20:28) was not according to the Jewish concept of a conquering
King-Messiah who would deliver them from the hands of their Gentile
oppressors (1 Pet. 2:6-8; Deut. 21:23), and they stumbled into unbelief
and the rejection of their Savior. The Greek philosophies, driven by
long-embraced idolatrous concepts coupled with the elevation of
human reason unaided by divine revelation, also were “turned off” by
the preaching of a Savior sacrificed for mankind’s sins, and they
discounted it as “foolishness.” William Barclay quotes Augustine as
saying that he could find many parallels among Greek philosophers for
the teachings of Christianity, except one, “[T]he Word became flesh
and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1:14a). The very idea of incarnation was
foreign and repugnant to the Greek mind.3 Yet, Paul boldly declares
that Christ is “the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24).
He alone brings His obedient ones “righteousness and sanctification
and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).

The worldly-wise find human philosophy appealing, but they find
divine wisdom unattractive. As a result, “[N]ot many wise according
to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called” (1 Cor.
1:26). The great leaders of every age, the powerful and wealthy and
learned, are usually not good prospects for conversion. However,
among the lowly and common, the Gospel finds greater success (Mk.
12:37—“the common people heard Him gladly”; Mt. 5:3-6; Lk. 6:20-
23). To put it bluntly, those who already have all the answers cannot be
taught anything, even by the Master Teacher. Those who are secure in
their riches, and satisfied with their condition, cannot see any need for
Gospel solutions to problems they do not think they possess (Lk. 12:16-
21; 16:19-31; Jn. 9:24-27). As Jesus powerfully stated: “But woe to you
who are rich, For you have received your consolation. Woe to you who
are full, For you shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, For you
shall mourn and weep” (Lk. 6:24-25). To a large degree, this class of
people (the rich, the powerful, and liberal academia) have no time for
the Gospel! This is not to say that all of them have such an attitude, but
that generally speaking their self-sufficiency inclines them toward
rejection of the Gospel. Neither are all the poor receptive to the Gospel
call, but they are generally more receptive to its demands. [Among the
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wealthy powerful class, some converts were made in Bible times:
Dionysius at Athens (Acts 17:34); Sergius Paulus, proconsul of Crete
(Acts 13:6-12); the noble women at Thessalonica and Berea (Acts 17:4,
12); Erastus, the treasurer of Corinth (Rom. 16:23; 2 Tim. 4:20); and
Lydia, wealthy merchant lady of Thyatira, converted in Philippi (Acts
16:14-15).] None of Paul’s inspired remarks were written to dissuade
Christians from trying to reach all men, regardless of their class or
background. For the same author eloquently said: “I am a debtor both
to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise” (Rom. 1:14).
We are to strive to reach all men with the Gospel! Yet, we should
understand the principle that human pride and worldly education often
work against being an humble learner of what the world deems to be
the “weak” and “base” things of the Gospel (1 Cor. 1:27-29). Being
armed with such an awareness will help Christians to guard themselves
from self-glorying and being arrogant toward what God has revealed
in the Gospel. Even in the congregations of the Lord, we will have to
admit that the Scriptures are often discredited and discounted, as human
wisdom (i.e., Christian college “scholars,” prevailing denominational
ideas, and modern science) and cultural norms are exalted above what
the Word of God declares to be true! The church is not immune from
such worldly influences and must not be mesmerized by human
thinking. We must always be “subject to Christ” and let His Word
alone richly abide in us and guide us (Eph. 5:24; Col. 3:16-17).

HUMANISM’S ANTI-GOD ATTACK ON THE GOSPEL

The most fundamental assault on the Gospel in our day comes from
the influence of Secular Humanism, which has permeated our culture.
Humanism is defined as, “a system of thought that rejects religious
beliefs and centers on humans and their values, capacities, and their
worth.”4 While some adherents to this philosophy claim a belief in God
(“Religious Humanists”), most do not. The so-called “Religious
Humanists” are not very religious in the traditional sense, as is
evidenced by the fact that some who classified themselves in this
manner signed both the 1933 and the 1973 Humanist Manifestos, which
demonstrated an anti-God bias. About Humanist Manifesto I and II,
Frederick Edwords, Director of the American Humanist Association
writes: “From the standpoint of philosophy alone, there is no difference
between the two.”5 The worldview advocated in their two manifestos
looks to man, with his capabilities to reason, to find the solutions to
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everything that ails the human race. Their atheistic declarations can be
stunning. For example, the Humanist Manifesto II boldly avers: “As
non-theists, we begin with humans not God, nature not deity.”6 Again,
Edwords honestly admits, Humanists “place reason above faith, usually
to the point of eschewing faith altogether.”7 Under such influence, our
culture has become increasingly godless, secular, and immoral.

With its basic premise being “there is no God,” Humanism denies
that there is a Creator and Moral Governor over mankind (Ps. 14:1).
Thus, they declare the Bible is not God-authored, but rather is merely
man’s awkward and infantile search for meaning, and for answers to
the world’s dilemmas. Since there is no God, in their view, the Bible is
not to be considered authoritative at all, and must be regarded as foolish
and even harmful to the human race. In Humanist Manifesto II,
adherents to its philosophy declare: “We believe, however, that
traditional dogmatic or authoritarian religions that place revelation,
God, ritual, or creed above human needs and experience do a disservice
to the human species.”8 In effect, they say man is foolish to look to
some non-existent fabrication of his own mind (God) for the solutions
to his problems. Their idea is that it is more noble and fruitful for man
to look within himself for the solutions to his problems and to create a
better world in which to live. Of course, this is a false dichotomy. Just
because one believes in a self-existent, authoritative, eternal God Who
“has spoken” through His Son, does not deny the need for man to better
himself and to seek solutions to the great ills of mankind (Heb. 1:1-3).

God has revealed Himself to man through His Word, and has also
revealed man’s greatest ill—sin, and his greatest need—salvation from
sin (1 Cor. 2:10-13; Rom. 3:23, 6:23; Eph. 2:1-10). In addition, God
has informed man by His Word that man’s solutions will not be found
in himself, but in God and His Word (Jer. 10:23). Yet, our Heavenly
Father insists that man must cooperate, through an active and obedient
faith, with Deity to access the solutions offered in His Word (Eph. 2:8;
Jas. 2:17ff). In other words, the Bible does not teach, nor do faithful
Bible-believers advocate, that we simply look up to God and say: “Here
I am God with all my problems, and I ask you to fix it for me!”

Instead, God demands a faith-response from man, which involves
believing His will, trusting in His promises, and obeying His com-
mands. In this way, we begin to see solutions to our problems. We
believe in God and in His rewards offered to those who come to Him;
and, we “get our heads straight” about Who is in charge, and Who can



310 They Say, “Preaching the Gospel is Foolishness”

offer man eternal life (Heb. 11:1, 6). We come to believe in His only
begotten Son (sent by the Father), His Son’s claims of Deity, and His
sacrifice for our sins (Jn. 1:29; 8:24; 10:11, 17-18; 1 Pet. 2:24-25). We
repent of past transgressions against His will, and we see our lives
being reformed and bettered as we begin to work on ourselves, our
attitudes and actions, to conform to His will (Lk.13:3; Acts 17:30-31).
We obey His command to be baptized in His name for “the remission
of sins” to access His saving blood (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Mk. 16:15-16;
Rom. 6:1-6). We are added by God to His kingdom, the church, and
begin to live a new life in Christ, with the emphasis on improving
ourselves and growing daily in Christ (Acts 2:46-47; 2 Cor. 5:17; 2 Pet.
1:5-11; 3:18). So, the response of faith as taught in Scripture is not
simply thinking God is going to do everything for us, and fix our
problems, without any effort on our part. Rather it is daily walking with
God, cooperating with Him in a life dedicated to Him (1 Jn. 1:7; 3 Jn.
3-4; 1 Cor. 3:9; Gal. 2:20). In other words, Humanists misrepresent our
view of God. They picture us as having an unrealistic, pie-in-the-sky
mentality that looks to God for the solutions to all our problems
without any cooperative action on our part. That is definitely not what
the Bible teaches, and not what we believe or promote.

Humanists defend their anti-God viewpoint with the rhetorical
claim that it liberates men. Their emphasis on human freedom, human
rights, and human capabilities will not allow room for God. Edwords
quotes Robert Ingersoll, the celebrated agnostic of the late 1800s, as
exemplary on this point:

When I became convinced that the universe is natural, that all
the ghosts and gods are myths, there entered into my brain, into
my soul, into every drop of my blood the sense, the feeling, the
joy of freedom. The walls of my prison crumbled and fell. The
dungeon was flooded with light and all the bolts and bars and
manacles became dust. I was no longer a servant, a serf, or a
slave. There was for me no master in all the wide world, not
even in infinite space. I was free—free to think, to express my
thoughts—free to live my own ideal, free to live for myself and
those I loved, free to use all my faculties, all my senses, free to
spread imagination’s wings, free to investigate, to guess and
dream and hope, free to judge and determine for myself ... I was
free! I stood erect and fearlessly, joyously faced all worlds.9

This is a telling statement because it shows the relationship between
Darwinism and atheism. Ingersoll was first convinced that the universe
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exists due to solely “natural” evolutionary processes (a cosmic accident
of monumental proportions), as taught in our classroom textbooks
across the land today. Having been convinced of that view, the next
step was a full-blown atheism (all gods are myths), which he embraced
as liberating to his spirit and bringing a breathtaking joy into his spirit.
Indeed, evolution is the steam engine of the atheistic philosophy! The
former is “the wind beneath the wings” of the latter. Evolution
promotes the worldview of godless Humanism. Parents and Christian
educators should wake up to this reality. Those who foolishly advocate
the self-contradictory position of “theistic evolution” must realize that
embracing macro-evolution to any degree weakens the position of
theism and undermines faith in God for those who are won to that
position. It cannot be otherwise, since even a cursory reading of
Genesis 1 cannot be made compatible with Darwinism.

Ingersoll was grievously in error. Atheism does not free, it
enslaves. It produces in man a false hope that man can think and
imagine himself into a better self, and a better world. Its dependency
upon the finite mind, as opposed to the infinite mind of God, is deeply
flawed. God dwells in the heavens above His creation and surveys the
entire expanse of eternity, whereas man is limited to time and place and
has the very narrow perspective of one lifetime. The Omniscient Being
above us, the One Who created man, knows man better than man
knows himself, even as a Swiss watchmaker knows the timepiece he
fashioned better than the watch knows itself! “It is He who has made
us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His
pasture” (Ps. 100:3). It is bad enough for the created to say to the
Creator, “Why have you made me like this?” (Rom. 9:20), but it a more
grievous sin to say to the Creator: “You do not exist and have not made
me at all!” Man is in the bondage of sin, and our only hope is the love
of our God as expressed through His Son (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8). Those
who think they are freed by a godless philosophy are really in the most
wretched bondage of all (Rom. 1:18-32). Their unbelief has robbed
them of the knowledge of who they are, Who made them, why they
have been made, and what their destiny is. God makes it clear that
those who do so are “without excuse” (ignoring the evidence of Him in
creation, Rom. 1:20), and that they are abiding under His divine wrath
because of their unrighteousness (Rom. 1:18, 32), being subject to all
of the vile human passions which have beset our race since the fall of
man (Rom. 1:26-32). In their denial of God, atheistic men refuse God’s
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gracious lifeline thrown out by a merciful hand which could save them
from themselves. A denial of God is not freedom; it is hopeless slavery
to sin and its condemnation!

THE GOSPEL IS NOT FOOLISHNESS

We must resist all of the world’s vain philosophies which would
serve to undermine the credibility of the saving Gospel (Col. 2:8). The
Gospel’s message is the hope of humanity. Man’s shallow, pseudo-
intellectual “remedies” to our problems are empty and futile because
they leave out the biggest Player in man’s rise—GOD! And, through
their rejection of man’s spiritual identity by divine creation (their false
view that man is a mere animal and possesses no immortal spirit, Mt.
10:28; Heb. 12:9), they deny that man has spirit-needs which are
incapable of mere human solutions.10 God presents His Gospel,
revealed through His Son’s life, death, and resurrection, as “the power
of God.” The world may denounce it as “foolishness” and impractical,
and its proponents as “fools,” but it is still the “power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:18; 4:9-13).
God informs us that the Gospel is the imperishable seed by which we
can be begotten of God and born anew (1 Pet. 1:22-23; Jas. 1:18; Jn.
3:3, 5). Through obedience to the Gospel message, we can be saved
from our sins (Jas. 1:21), and without obedience of the Gospel, we will
be eternally lost (2 Thess. 1:7-9). Those who gladly receive the Word
of the Gospel, submitting to its commands by faith, receive “remission
of sins” and go on their way rejoicing (Acts 2:38-41; 8:35-40; 22:16).
These are forgiven by God’s grace, washed in the blood, and accepted
in the beloved (Eph. 1:6-7). The redeemed, through their penitent
obedience, conquer by the Conquering One of Calvary, put to death
their former sin (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Rom. 6:1-14). They become children
of God, bear the fruit of the Spirit, and walk with Jesus in the light
(Gal. 3:26-27; 5:22-23; 1 Jn. 1:7). When one believes, and then
experiences the “power of God” through belief and obedience to the
Word, he declares with the writer of Hebrews: “[T]he word of God is
living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword” (Heb.
4:12). He has experienced its saving power in his own life, and he no
longer knows the grinding bondage of sin.

CONCLUSION

Let the world mock, ridicule, belittle, slander, and malign God’s
saving Word, but let the church rise up and proclaim its message
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throughout the world (Mt. 28:18-20). May we in a bold, yet kind way,
resist the atheistic philosophies of our day, and the compromisers in the
church, and maintain our faith in the message which God has revealed,
and in the Savior Whom God has sealed!

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Humanist Manifesto II, First.
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10 Humanist Manifesto II, Second. The entire quote regarding their view that
man is nothing more than a mere animal possessing no soul is as follows:
“Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal damnation are both illusory
and harmful. They distract humans from present concerns, from self-actualiza-
tion, and from rectifying social injustices. Modern science discredits such
historic concepts as the ‘ghost in the machine’ and the ‘separable soul.’ Rather,
science affirms that the human species is an emergence from natural evolution-
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